The postnatal hypotransferrinemia of early preterm newborn infants.
Preterm newborns were found to be markedly hypotransferrinemic when compared with normal term infants. At birth the concentration of transferrin in sera from preterm infants of gestational age equal to or less than 32 weeks is 45% of that found in normal term infant sera. The preterm infant transferrin levels slowly rise so that 7-8 weeks after birth they are 78% of the level found in the sera of normal term infants. We also found that the serum transferrin concentrations at birth correlate with gestational age. Therefore, the transferrin levels postnatally in early preterm infants reflect postconceptional rather than postnatal age.